
 

Regional Portfolio Advisory Committee  
Wednesday, November 13, 2019 

9:30 am - 3:45 pm 
@ NEEA – Cedar Conference Room  

Meeting Attendees 
In Person: 
 John Petosa, Snohomish PUD 

Debbie DePetris, Clark Public Utilities 
Dave Nightingale, Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission   
Tom Lienhard, Avista Utilities   
Fred Gordon, Energy Trust of Oregon 
Charlie Grist 
 

By Phone/Webinar: 
Brent Barclay, Bonneville Power Administration 
Jeremy Stewart, Tacoma Power  
Don Jones, Jr., Pacific Power 
Deb Young, NorthWestern Energy 
Lori Moen, Seattle City Light 
Jim White, Chelan PUD 
Jim Woodward, Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission   
Amy Wheeless, NW Energy Coalition 
 

NEEA Staff: BJ Moghadam, Jeff Mitchell, Emily Moore, Julia Harper, Stephanie Rider, Bing Liu, Neil Grigsby, Amy 
Webb, Kaylan Dorsch, Susan Hermenet (by phone) 

Resources  
 Agenda Packet: https://neea.org/advisory-committee-documents/q4-2019-rpac-packet 
 Packet Appendix: https://neea.org/advisory-committee-documents/q4-2019-rpac-packet-appendix 
 Slide Deck: https://neea.org/advisory-committee-documents/q4-2019-rpac-slides 
 Recording: http://neea.adobeconnect.com/pyi5vezj9ag0/ 

Welcome, Introductions, and Housekeeping  
1. Meeting Packet Highlights 

a. Please see links to Tier 2 memos – Informational Updates 
i. Page 3:  RPAC 4-quarter work plan  

ii. Page 4:  C&I Lighting Regional Strategic Mkt Plan 
iii. Page 5:  Integrated Design Lab Capabilities 

b. Emerging Tech and Research & Evaluation newsletters and Advisory Committee notes and packet 
links are included.    

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fneea.org%2Fadvisory-committee-documents%2Fq4-2019-rpac-packet&data=02%7C01%7C%7C74654b6affc8400063c608d767d77ba6%7C25db093eeebb41d285084d374165069e%7C0%7C0%7C637092047497143822&sdata=SoZ12JI%2Bay%2F5ilsO3fHfNhQwSuvy5cjJNvFKctHOIrM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fneea.org%2Fadvisory-committee-documents%2Fq4-2019-rpac-packet-appendix&data=02%7C01%7C%7C74654b6affc8400063c608d767d77ba6%7C25db093eeebb41d285084d374165069e%7C0%7C0%7C637092047497148830&sdata=N6YMSpToIogHPkSxTUn1oGa2xh%2BEth%2BSirfxesVaLGo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fneea.org%2Fadvisory-committee-documents%2Fq4-2019-rpac-slides&data=02%7C01%7C%7C74654b6affc8400063c608d767d77ba6%7C25db093eeebb41d285084d374165069e%7C0%7C0%7C637092047497153821&sdata=a5dIJrKZnSrrSX1SbIoUZJLyvLgCMnUly758q2eRSAM%3D&reserved=0
http://neea.adobeconnect.com/pyi5vezj9ag0/?OWASP_CSRFTOKEN=d46a807475a0aa01d7879b30a1b1963e10d05a1a765eb2641196184cd54d3244


 

Looking Ahead 
1. Review of proposed 2020 meeting dates 

a. NEEA staff proposed the following dates for 2020 RPAC meetings: 2/4 for Q1, 5/2 for Q2, 8/25 for 
Q3 and 11/12 for Q4.  

Action Item: RPAC agreed to change the Q4 meeting to 11/4 instead of 11/12.  

b. RPAC discussed options for meeting locations. There was consensus that every other year it would 
be good to go east of the Cascades and that June and August are better months for travel to the 
colder areas because of weather concerns. Chelan offered that a better webcam would be helpful 
for meetings at the NEEA office.  

Action Item: NEEA staff will revisit meeting locations (and may reach out to utilities about hosting) and explore 
webcam options.  

2. Streamlining status update and next steps 
a. NEEA staff gave a report of the outcomes from the September Board meeting. The Board asked 

that RPAC revisit the RPAC Charter to make sure the committee was aligned on edits and updates. 
The Board also asked that RPAC consider ways to streamline other advisory committees – 
including CEAC, RETAC, and NGAC. In addition, the Board requested that RPAC figure out a way to 
measure the effectiveness of the streamlining efforts. At the end of 2020, we will evaluate what 
worked with the new approach and what needs to be improved.  

b. We are on track to transition sector advisory committees to coordinating committees next year.  
c. All sector work groups will be sunsetting at the end of the year, and those with continuing 

need/purpose will come to RPAC in Q1 to be re-formed, consistent with RPAC’s revised process.  
i. BPA raised some concern about this creating a break in continuity. NEEA staff noted that 

the cost-savings expected from the Streamlining effort come in part from sunsetting 
standing work groups, but that RPAC members or NEEA staff may propose a work group 
for a need/purpose distinct from that fulfilled by RPAC and the CCs.  

3. Initiative Lifecycle Refresh 
a. Tom Lienhard and Fred Gordon are working with Jeff Mitchell (NEEA staff) to review and refresh 

the ILC Milestone Document used for RPAC review. They had their first meeting this morning and 
will plan to bring their ideas to the full RPAC committee for review and discussion.  

4. Leadership Awards  
a. Leadership in Energy Efficiency Awards will be held on Wednesday December 4 from 5:30-7:30 

pm at the Vesta Building (1417 NW Everett St.) in Portland.  Congrats to our own Charlie Grist for 
receiving the Lifetime Achievement Award and to Jeff Tripp for being part of the Consumer 
Products Steering Committee that is receiving the Collaboration Award.  

Portfolio Update 
The NEEA Market Progress report for Q3 2019 is included in the RPAC packet (page 9-26.) RPAC indicated that this 
report is helpful to them in understanding activities and progress of NEEA work.  Tom Lienhard requested that 
whenever possible, we include names of participating supply chain participants so that they can potentially 
coordinate activities. NEEA staff gave an overview of product group highlights and lowlights from Q3. Emily Moore 
(NEEA) updated RPAC on the Integrated Systems progress and activities – including LLLC, High Performance HVAC, 
Window Attachments and DHP’s. Jeff Mitchell (NEEA) gave a Products update – including XMP, Consumer 
Products, and HPWH’s. There was discussion and concern about lack of progress on HPWH which prompted 
request by RPAC for a near-term meeting to discuss this at a deeper level. 

Action Item:  NEEA staff will set up a webinar to further discuss HPWH’s in late January or early February.  



 

Scale-Up Vote: Manufactured Homes 
Neil Grigsby (NEEA) brought RPAC up to speed on the Manufactured Homes program, with a recommendation to 
advance the program to Scale-Up. Along with his presentation, Neil shared some feedback received from both 
BPA and Energy Trust. In response to the feedback, Neil suggested the following changes to the Milestone 
document: 1) Remove the 2021 transition date from the Scale-Up document; 2) Develop quantifiable metrics to 
assess market transformation progress; 3) Engage with RPAC in Q3 2020 to review progress toward success 
metrics and options beyond 2020. RPAC members agreed with the changes and, after a brief discussion, voted to 
advance manufactured homes to Scale-Up.  

 Some helpful links are included below to answer some of 
the questions that came up during the Scale-Up discussion:  

 NEEM Brochure – this highlights the benefits of a NEEM 
home (1.1/ENERGY STAR and NEEM+). It has been 
distributed to retailers around the region.  
 One-page description – this was also distributed to 
Retailers to highlight the benefits of NEEM+. 
 One page on the energy savings and utility bill savings 
expected from a NEEM home. Used by retailers. 
 Technical specification comparison between NEEM 1.1 
(ENERGY STAR) and NEEM+.  

 

RPAC Round Robin 
RPAC members shared information about current projects and staffing updates for their respective utilities. Many 
Washington utilities (Avista, Clark, Snohomish PUD, and Tacoma) expressed that they are busy unpacking all the 
2019 legislative mandates (Clean Energy Transformation Act, Clean Buildings Bill, and Appliance Standards Bill) 
and figuring out how to integrate necessary changes into their processes.  And, NorthWestern Energy is fully 
staffed again! John Petosa shared some information about a reorganization that is underway at Snohomish PUD 
that includes a move away from organizing by sector to take more advantage of synergies and efficiency 
opportunities.  Jeremy shared that very low power costs at Tacoma are impacting the cost-effectiveness for a lot 
of their programs and their EE targets are decreasing. 

RPAC Charter 
RPAC spent time reviewing the entire charter and discussed all substantive edits proposed by NEEA staff. RPAC 
recommended that some NEEA staff edits be retained, some modified, and some rejected. RPAC also proposed 
some additional edits. RPAC expressed support of the newly revised charter, the two Coordinating Committee 
charters, and the Work Group charter template. This will be reported to the board at the Q4 meeting on 
December 4 & 5.  

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b10a91989c172d4391ab016/t/5d56e3ffd1b997000154f594/1565975555345/NEEM-TriFold-r8.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b10a91989c172d4391ab016/t/5d9e3bb73801dd56f59b7b5b/1570651064365/NEEMplus_OnePageAll_071519.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b10a91989c172d4391ab016/t/5b7dea7c2b6a28804344f48a/1534978685391/Investing_in_an_ENERGY_STAR_home_v6.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b10a91989c172d4391ab016/t/5c58dbc28165f5be9d9e8503/1549327298845/NEEM_Spec_Comparison_020419.pdf


 

Coordinating Committees Tee-Up 
RPAC members will need to identify their delegates 
for the Integrated Systems and Products Group 
Coordinating Committees by December 13. The goal 
is to determine one anchor member that is 
knowledgeable about home-organization activities 
that relate to NEEA programs and determine areas of 
coordination/leverage. However, there will be 
flexibility in allowing additional utility staff to join CC 
meetings based on the meeting agenda. In an effort 
to align on process for 2020, NEEA will be hosting a 
joint RPAC/CC webinar in late January.   

Action Item: RPAC members please send your CC delegates to BJ Moghadam by December 13.  

Action Item: BJ Moghadam will send around a Doodle Poll to schedule the joint RPAC/CC webinar for late January.  
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