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Regional Portfolio Advisory Committee
Q4 2024 Meeting Notes

November 5, 2024
9:00am — 11:30am PST

Online Only
Meeting Attendees
Committee Members:
Whitney Jurenic, NorthWestern Energy Jon Belmont, Bonneville Power Administration
Jeff Tripp, Puget Sound Energy Jake Wise, Portland General Electric
Bryan Russo, Tacoma Power Emily Gilroy, Washington Utilities and
Quentin Nesbitt, Idaho Power Transportation Commission
Lori Moen, Seattle City Light Jeff Feinberg, Snohomish Public Utility District
Spencer Moersfelder, Energy Trust of Oregon Debbie DePetris, Clark Public Utilities
Philip Kelsven, Bonneville Power Administration Bill Hibbs, Clark Public Utilities
Clay Monroe, PacificCorp Alexa Bouvier, Idaho Office of Energy and Mineral
Kevin Smit, Northwest Power and Conservation Resources

Council

NEEA Staff: Alisyn Maggiora, Brandon Lindquist, Debbie Driscoll, Jackie Ostroff, Jonathan Belais, Steve
Seminario, Becky Walker, Jeff Harris, Britt Cutsforth Dawkins, Emily Moore, Stephanie Rider, Nick Leritz

Resources

» Agenda Packet: https://neea.org/img/documents/Q4-2024-RPAC-Agenda-Packet.pdf
> Slide Deck: https://neea.org/img/documents/Q4-2024-RPAC-Meeting-Slides.pdf
» Recording: https://vimeo.com/1026669613

Welcome, Introductions & Agenda Review

RPAC Round Robin

RPAC members shared the latest news and key programmatic updates for their respective organizations; focus
topics include big changes (programs/personnel); big changes in programs/personnel, current
challenges/lessons learned, and more.

e  Whitney Jurenic, NorthWestern Energy: No updates.

o Jeff Tripp, Puget Sound Energy: Starting demand response small and medium-sized business thermostat
program. Starting conservation tariff demand response. Working on how to opt in customers into flex
rewards program, the demand response program. Finished first summer season of demand response.
For energy efficiency, have a Home Electrification Appliance Rebate grant from that is $1.5m in rebates
for cold climate heat pumps. Moving out heat pump hybrid heating system pilot to a normal program
starting next year. Initiative 2066 will alter House Bill 1589, keeping an eye on that.



e Spencer Moersfelder, Energy Trust of Oregon: Working on 2025 budget. Seeing interest in programs
especially in relation to lighting opportunities. Working with customers to help them leverage
opportunities to get LEDs installed now before they get left behind by the CFL ban.

e Bryan Russo, Tacoma Power: Conservation biennium. Kicking off Conservation Potential Assessment
and Demand Response potential assessment with Advanced Energy Group.

e Philip Kelsven, Bonneville Power Administration: Finished regional roundtables. Had five of them. Met
with utility customers to discuss energy efficiency and how to run programs. Doing a third round of
direct fund demonstrations. This is extra budget that was not spent in recent years, making it available
to utilities to do more efficiency. Want to see this money go to small rural utilities. In the middle of rate
period changes planning. That will be announced in April 2025. Trying to get Oregon utilities to push
LEDs.

e Quentin Nesbitt, Idaho Power: Launched a different model of small business lighting recently. Looking
to add a bring your own thermostat to suite of demand response programs. Made filings for small
changes to other demand response programs. Billy McWinn will be taking over from Quentin on RPAC.

e Clay Monroe, PacificCorp: Pac Power bringing demand response programs to Washington and Oregon.
Will be filing these programs in the very near future. The first one will be a battery program that is
currently functioning in Utah, Idaho, and Wyoming. Second one is a switch program, we’re moving away
from smart thermostats.

e Lori Moen, Seattle City Light: Going through a restructure of programs. Updating strategic drivers,
stakeholder mapping, and work planning. Preparing for next demand-side management potential
assessment. Just finished a demand response strategy. Working on flexible load strategy. Relaunched
energy efficiency strategy. Just hired a supervisor for flexible loads portfolio. This brings the total
portfolio segments to six. For flex load, preparing to launch with an opt in and in 2026 have a phased opt
out process. Have a bring-your-own-thermostat demand response pilot that will be extended to another
year. Working to build a critical pricing program. Moving out grant money on the residential side. Got
the Home Electrification and Appliance Rebates grant money in the pipeline. Building a whole home
energy holistic program. Did a refresh on residential majors to figure out which channel of delivery
makes sense for each one to go in. Want to remove delivery channels from programs to make them
product agnostic. Looking to redesign performance-based programs. For transportation, have a Transit
Service Integration Plan, and are updating that. Planning to ramp up with all the incoming funds. The
City Light owned chargers are challenging with regards to maintenance. For renewables, doing a push to
refresh and streamline inner connection processes. Customer generation is a part of the Integrated
Resource Plan. Strategic Energy Management is a pipeline program for business efficiency programs.

e Kevin Smit, Northwest Power and Conservation Council: In September the Regional Technical Forum
produced the Regional Conservation Progress report. Beginning preparation work for the ninth power
plan. With energy efficiency and demand response, we are in full swing getting the data we need for
that. Advisory committees are in full swing. Doing a regional roundup of demand response programs.

¢ Jon Belmont, Bonneville Power Administration: Next rate period will be a three-year rate period
instead of a two-year rate period. Aligning it with other plans going on. Will not be much different other
than that.

e Jake Wise, Portland General Electric: Have begun discussing with Energy Trust of Oregon on how to
begin multiyear planning. Seeking to identify different savings strategies that Energy Trust of Oregon
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and Portland General Electric can deploy together, or that Portland General Electric can support Energy
Trust of Oregon deploying with a longer time horizon. Have filed flex load multiyear plan recently.

e Emily Gilroy, Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission: In Q4, wrapping up hearings for
adjudicated cases. Puget Sound Energy rate case hearing is going on. Looking at new annual draft
conservation plans, those are coming in soon. Putting on a couple of workshops for decarbonization for
large combination utilities. Technical working group meeting will be held in December. New hiring was
done in beginning of the year and reshuffling other staff members around as new hires come into their
own. Some are working on rulemaking for House Bill 1589.

o Jeff Feinberg, Snohomish Public Utility District: Launched residential new construction program, similar
to the commercial and MF program. Both incentivize above code energy efficiency. There are adders for
an electric-only decision. Program operates by working in the design stage. Both new construction
programs have been very effective. Commercial and multifamily is getting good results. In next
Integrated Resource Plan and Conservation Potential Assessment will be responding to a growing
customer base.

o Debbie DePetris, Clark Public Utilities: Have a new director, Steve Anderson replaced Dan Bedbury. Did
a reorganization with that change in the Energy Services team. Two people retired. Robert Hill is the
new Energy Solutions Manager. Have funds for the Home Electrification and Appliance Rebates grant.
Received a little less than $.5m. Looking to spend it on variable speed heat pumps, ductless heat pumps,
and heat pump water heaters. Work with Community Action Partnership agency on low-income
weatherization and ductless heat pump program. Have always given them the same amount of money.
Trevor Frick has launched the low-income pilot this year. Offering low-income willingness to pay amount
for agencies that have already prequalified their customers. Stacy Henriksen is a Project Coordinator
working closely with Trevor Frick and will also be assisting on business programs, Bonneville Power
Administration reporting, administering the Commercial Lighting Upgrades program.

e Bill Hibbs, Clark Public Utilities: Standing up a midstream lighting program. Bolt-on to Strategic Energy
Management program. Looking to Strategic Energy Management as a solution to the Clean Buildings
Act.

e Alexa Bouvier, Idaho Office of Energy and Mineral Resources: Continue to work on monitoring existing
programs. Working on implementation and development for upcoming programs. There is a
kindergarten through twelfth grade rural program we are working on implementing.

Market Transformation Highlights: HVAC Data

Jackie Ostroff (HYPERLINK "mailto:jostroff@neea.org"jostroff@neea.org) and Debbie Driscoll (HYPERLINK
"mailto:ddriscoll@neea.org"ddriscoll@neea.org) highlighted the success of NEEA’s HVAC sales data collection
and the value it brings to funders, market partners and NEEA programs. When collecting market data, NEEA is
looking to understand the market share of efficient products across the region. This is typically through sales

data of not just the efficient products sold, but all products sold. Building a strong dataset involves maintaining
key relationships and ensuring equitable value exchange. HVAC sales data has been a success. It began in 2017
and now includes 17 suppliers providing full category residential and commercial HVAC equipment. NEEA is now
able to see 80 percent of the sales in the ductless heat pump category within the region. A key incentive for
participating suppliers is the data snapshot report NEEA provides to them to show where they are in relation to
their peers. This year’s report will also have residential building stock assessment insights that may be relevant
to distributors, as well as Information on relevant codes, policy, standards, and NEEA program updates.
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Discussion
Bryan Russo, Tacoma Power: Is it possible to get pricing data?
Jackie Ostroff, NEEA: We do collect for price data, but it is not a required category. There is a
limited number of insights due to that. We are very interested in increasing our dataset for it,
though.

Jake Wise, Portland General Electric: If possible, Portland General Electric would be interested to
understand the breakdown by customer dwelling type and income across these forecasted product
categories, such as, which of these products is expected to address energy burden?

Jackie Ostroff, NEEA: This could be an area for us to explore.

Debbie Driscoll, NEEA: We may be able to combine that with the stock assessment data.

ACTION: NEEA to contact Spencer Moersfelder on the upcoming 2023 HVAC data regarding opportunities for
Energy Trust of Oregon planning to see and use Oregon-specific data. (in progress)

ACTION: NEEA to follow up with Bryan Russo on permitting data analysis and the ability to limit the scope to
Washington while exploring the various Section 406 point-allocation preferences.

RPAC Charter

Alisyn Maggiora (amaggiora@neea.org) reminded RPAC of the proposed third vote in the NEEA Initiative Lifecyle
process that would occur at long-term monitoring and tracking. Alisyn walked through the context and the
reasoning behind the decision to add a third vote. The new stage name would be Market Diffusion and the new
voting milestone would be Transition to Monitoring. The Board will review and/or approve the charter changes
to reflect the third milestone in the first quarter of 2025.

Federal Funding Workgroup Update

Jonathan Belais (jbelais@neea.org) recapped the last two years of the Federal Funding Workgroup and the road
ahead. The Workgroup had previously met in May 2023, August 2023, September 2023, and February 2024.
Jonathan recommends sidelining the current Workgroup as the states work on their implementation plans but
will reconvene at an appropriate time.

Housekeeping and Looking Ahead
» Northwest Online Marketplace
o Testing/scanning project will be now through 2025 with a goal of collecting data and
understanding consumer purchasing behavior.
o The regional site will go live by the end of the year
o Updates will be through packets for now in addition to any follow-ups with utilities as
requested.
> 2025 Operations Plan Timeline
o The Board will vote on final Operations Plan December 5.
> Leadership in Energy Efficiency Awards will be December 5.
» RPAC Final 2025 Meeting Dates
o February 11
o May22
o August 20
o November3
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Discussion
Jake Wise, Portland General Electric: Would the Northwest Online Marketplace concept include bulk
purchases, leveraging NEEA's supplier relationships, as well?
Alisyn Maggiora, NEEA: No, this is more of a direct consumer purchase activity.
Steve Seminario, NEEA: We are leveraging the retail channel that is already out there and
helping the customer find the best place for the energy efficient product they want.

Jake Wise, Portland General Electric: Portland General Electric has an online marketplace currently.
Jeff Harris, NEEA: NEEA is aware of the other marketplaces that exist in the northwest. This
would be a complement to those sites, not a replacement. It is trying to intercept customers
who are in their typical flow of product research. This is a general-purpose view of the retail
marketplace. Address barriers of awareness, information, and access of the efficient versions of
the products they’re already seeking to purchase.

Meeting Wrap Up
» Public comment - None
» Meeting feedback — None
» Action Items
o NEEA to follow up with Bryan Russo on permitting data analysis and the ability to limit the scope
to Washington while exploring the various Section 406 point-allocation preferences.
o NEEA to setup a meeting with Spencer Moersfelder on the upcoming 2023 HVAC data regarding
implications for Energy Trust of Oregon planning.
> Next meetings
o Q1 Meeting February 11
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